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Reading is a language skill that is crucial for developing students’ comprehension,
understanding, and critical thinking skills. However, many junior high school students in Indonesia
still experience reading difficulties due to limited vocabulary mastery, structural understanding, and
pronunciation problems. To address these challenges, this study aims to uncover the strategies
teachers implement in teaching English reading skills to seventh-grade students at SMP Negeri 1
Blitar. This research method uses descriptive qualitative methods, with data obtained through
interviews, observation, and documentation. The findings of this study indicate that teachers design
structured learning using ATP, open modules, and student worksheets (LKPD). In addition, they
implement cooperative methods such as Jigsaw, Think Pair Share, and basic puzzle games.

This research was conducted in the 2024/2025 academic year. The subjects in the study
consisted of English teachers, the principal, and seventh-grade students of SMP Negeri 1 Blitar.
Data analysis used an interactive approach process model (Miles, Huberman, and Saldana), which
went through the stages of open coding, axial coding, selective coding, and thematic coding. Its
validity was tested using source and method triangulation to ensure credibility, dependability,
confirmability, and transferability.

The study results showed an improvement in the use of teacher strategies and English
reading skills, both in terms of reading comprehension and vocabulary mastery. During the
implementation process, teachers engaged students through reading aloud activities, taking turns
translating, and group discussions. This strategy encouraged more intensive student interaction,
increased vocabulary mastery, pronunciation comprehension, and self-confidence, thus clearly
improving students' reading skills. Triangulation of data sources strengthened the findings regarding
the effectiveness of this strategy in improving students' reading abilities.

Overall, this study concludes that collaborative, adaptive, and student-cantered teaching
plays a significant role in improving students' English reading skills at SMP Negeri 1 Blitar.
Teachers are advised to implement flexible learning approaches and students are encouraged to
actively participate in collaborative activities to improve understanding and skills more effectively.
These findings suggest structured planning of interactive methods and the use of technology-based
media to create active learning and better outcomes. Therefore, further research is recommended to
examine similar strategies in different contexts, across skills and educational levels.
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