
 

TEACHING WRITING THROUGH PROJECT-BASED 

LEARNING: A CASE STUDY AT MAN  KOTA BLITAR 

 

THESIS 

 

By: 

EMALIA PUTRI 

NIM. 21108810020 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION  

BALITAR ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY 

2025 

 



 

ii 
 

TEACHING WRITING THROUGH PROJECT-BASED LEARNING: A 

CASE STUDY AT MAN 1 KOTA BLITAR 

 

THESIS  

 

Presented to 

Balitar Islamic University 

In partial fulfillment of the requirement for the degree of  

Undergraduate in English Language Education 

 

 

 

By: 

EMALIA PUTRI 

21108810020 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION 

BALITAR ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY 

2025 



 

iii 
 

SHEET OF APPROVAL 

This is to certify that the thesis of Emalia Putri NIM. 21108810020 entitled 

“TEACHING WRITING THROUGH PROJECT-BASED LEARNING: A CASE 

STUDY AT MAN KOTA BLITAR” has been approved by the advisors for further 

approval by the board of examiners. 

 

Blitar, July 20, 2025 

First Advisor, 

 

 

 

 

Dian Fadhilawati, M.Pd. 

NIDN. 0711048103 

 

 

 

 

Blitar, July 20, 2025 

Second Advisor, 

 

 

 

 

Nita Sutanti S.Pd., M.Pd. 

NIDN. 0704078901 

 

 

 

The Head of English Education 

Department 

 

 

Hesty Puspita Sari, M.Pd., Ph.D 

NIDN. 0714038104 

 

 



 

iv 
 

SHEET OF CERTIFICATION 

This is to certify that the thesis of Emalia Putri NIM 21108810020 entitled 

“TEACHING WRITING THROUGH PROJECT-BASED LEARNING: A CASE 

STUDY AT MAN KOTA BLITAR” has been examined by the board of examiners. 

Blitar, July 30, 2025 

Examiner I, 

 

Hesty Puspita Sari, M.Pd., Ph.D 

NIDN. 0714038104 

 

Examiner II, 

 

Dian Fadhilawati, M.Pd. 

NIDN. 0711048103 

 

Examiner III, 

 

 

Nita Sutanti S.Pd., M.Pd. 

NIDN. 0704078901 

 

Acknowledged by: 

The Dean of The Faculty of 

Teacher Training and 

Education 

 
The Head of English Education 

Department 

   

Dr. Suyitno, M.Pd. 

NIDN. 0703046901 
 

Hesty Puspita Sari, M.Pd., Ph.D 

NIDN. 0714038104 

 



 

v 
 

DECLARATION OF AUTHORSHIP 

I am the student of Balitar Islamic University with the following identity: 

Name   : Emalia Putri 

NIM   : 21108810020 

Department  : English Education Department 

I certify that this is my original work. I am completely responsible for the content 

of this thesis. The opinions of other writers on the topic included in the thesis are 

cited in accordance with ethical standards. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Dean of The Faculty of 

Teacher Training and Education 

 

Dr. Suyitno, M.Pd. 

NIDN. 0703046901 
 

Blitar, July 30, 2025 

 

 

 

 

Emalia Putri 

NIM. 21108810020 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

vi 
 

 

DEDICATION 

This thesis is dedicated, with heartfelt thanks and admiration, to those who have 

supported me in countless ways during the completion of this research: 

1. Almighty God, who has been my constant source of strength, peace, and 

guidance throughout my academic journey. It is by His grace that I have been 

able to face every obstacle and complete this research. I am truly grateful for 

His countless blessings, wisdom, and unconditional love that have sustained me 

throughout this process from the beginning to the end. 

2. My beloved parents, Bpk. Sukirman and Ibu Eko Astutik, whose endless love, 

patience, and support have been the foundation of my life. Thank you for your 

sacrifices, encouragement, and prayers that never cease. Your belief in me has 

been my greatest motivation, and I am forever indebted to you. 

3. My Advisors, Mrs. Dian Fadhilawati M.Pd. and Mrs. Nita Sutanti S.Pd., M.Pd. 

for your valuable guidance, feedback, and encouragement. Your expertise and 

dedication have contributed significantly to my understanding and improvement 

throughout the research process. 

4. My dear friends and classmates, who have shared both challenges and joyful 

moments with me during this academic journey. Thank you for your support 

and motivation, and for being a part of this meaningful experience. 

5. English teacher, Moh. Mansur M.Pd., who kindly allowed me to conduct 

classroom observation, provided insightful interviews, and generously shared 

the teaching module and assessment rubric. 

6. D’Rayhan Enggal Kustaman, Nayla Maha Dewi, and Dewi Sastro Edyasari, 

who participated in the interview and classroom observation with sincerity. 

7. All the students in Class X-E 11 who participated in the classroom observations. 

 

 

 



 

vii 
 

MOTTO 

“Di balik setiap rintangan, selalu ada jalan keluar yang tak terduga” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

viii 
 

ABSTRACT 

Putri, Emalia. (2024). Teaching Writing Through Project-Based Learning: A Case 

Study At MAN Kota Blitar. Thesis, English Education Department, 

Undergraduate Program, Balitar Islamic University, Blitar. Advisor: (1) 

Dian Fadhilawati, M.Pd. (2) Nita Sutanti, S.Pd., M.Pd. 

Keywords: Project-Based Learning implementation, student response.  

Writing is a complex language skill that requires students not only to master 

grammar and vocabulary but also to express ideas creatively and coherently. 

However, many Indonesian students struggle with writing in English due to limited 

linguistic proficiency, a lack of ideas, and a lack of motivation. In response to these 

challenges, this study aims to explore the implementation of Project-Based 

Learning (PjBL) as an alternative method in teaching narrative writing and to 

examine how students respond to this approach. The objectives of this research are 

to describe how an English teacher at MAN Kota Blitar applies PjBL in narrative 

writing instruction and to identify students’ responses toward this method in terms 

of creativity, communication, and comprehension. 

This study employed a qualitative research approach, utilizing a single-case 

study design. It was conducted at MAN Kota Blitar during the second semester of 

the 2024/2025 academic year. The research participants consisted of one English 

teacher and a group of tenth-grade students at MAN Kota Blitar, selected through 

purposive and snowball sampling. The selection began with a recommendation 

from the Vice Principal for Curriculum, who identified a teacher experienced in 

implementing Project-Based Learning. The selected teacher then referred students 

who had actively participated in writing activities using the PjBL approach. Data 

were gathered through semi-structured interviews, classroom observations, and 

documentation of lesson plans, assessment rubrics, and student work. The data were 

analyzed using Miles and Huberman’s interactive model, which includes three 

stages: data reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing. Triangulation across 

multiple data sources was applied to enhance the credibility, dependability, 

transferability, and confirmability of the findings. 

The results show that PjBL was implemented through these stages: project 

development, presentation & reflection, and evaluation. Students engaged in video-

based writing tasks, collaborated with peers, and received support from the teacher. 

They presented their stories, reflected on their learning, and were assessed through 

rubrics. Students responded positively, reporting improved imagination, 

vocabulary, speaking confidence, and understanding of narrative texts. In 

conclusion, PjBL was effective in enhancing student engagement, writing skills, 

and reflective learning. It is recommended for writing instruction, supported by 

multimedia, reflection activities, and assessment. Further research may examine 

PjBL in other genres and educational contexts. 
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